1)
The first Illinois State Fair was held in Springfield in 1853.  With the west still unsettled, Abe Lincoln was just 44 yrs old and was practicing law in Springfield.  The newspapers of the time listed the following suggestions:  Springfield should fill up hog holes in the muddy streets, and remove old hats, old boots, rags, bones and manure so that a carriage being pulled at a trot was not in danger of losing its springs.  They did.

2)
In 1910, Illinois State Fair crowds gasped when on of the new fangled flying machines, piloted by Walter C. Brookins, landed at the fairgrounds after a 5 hour and 44 minute flight from Chicago with an average speed of 33 miles an hour.

3)
A Butter Cow has been created out of about 600 pounds of butter every year during the Illinois State Fair since 1922.  It takes about 3 takes to sculpt and is displayed for all ten days of the Fair.

4)
Each year at the Illinois State Fair, people can enter into the Hog Calling contest, diaper derby, ponytail contest, smile contest or the Husband Calling competition.

5)
Beginning shortly after the Civil War, the State Fair has honored veterans with programs and free admission on Veterans’ Day.  Every year, our veterans are honored. Veterans get the red-carpet treatment on Veterans Day at the Illinois State Fair.  In addition to free admission for them and their families, each veteran has in the past received a commemorative pin to recognize them for their service.  Veterans are celebrated at the Illinois State Fair, and in 1901 heroes of two wars congregated at the fair grounds.  The following is an excerpt from the Daily Illinois State Register dated October 2, 1901:  “Gray-haired veterans of the civil war mingled with those who served in the Spanish-American war, and they were bound by the friendship which exists between all branches of military.   Many of the veterans met for the first time since their muster out of the service their comrades who were with them in the trying times of 1861 and 1865.  While many were bowed with the weight of scores of years they were able to be about the grounds during the day and were accorded a hearty welcome by all who were in attendance.  

Badges Bore General Palmer’s Likeness

Upon the arrival of the soldiers at the grounds they were received by committees from the local post.  Badges were pinned upon their coats, which admitted them to all parts of the grounds.  The badges, which were selected and designed by President Conrad, of the state board of agriculture, were indeed neat pieces of work.  They were of bronze, and bore the likeness of the late General John M. Paler, of Springfield, who was a war veteran and a leading figure in the ranks of the Grand Army.  A star shaped medallion bore the inscription, “Veterans Day, and the dates of 1861, 1865, 1898, and 1901.  the bar which held the pendant was inscribed, “Illinois State Fair.”  These are highly prized by the veterans, and were probably the neatest souvenir ever given on Soldiers’ Day by the state board of agriculture.  Mrs. Palmer, widow of the late veteran and statesman, was presented with a medal bearing the same inscription.  It was presented to her by Mr. Conrad, president of the board.  

Probably never before in the history of Illinois did so many veterans assemble on such an occasion, and the day will be long remembered by them.  Their reunion of yesterday passes into history and many of the supporters of the nation in 1861 met for their last time.  All were merry and even those who were crippled in the service were given attention and an opportunity was given them to visit the points of interest and to see the larger number of exhibits.

Spanish War Veterans

Veterans of the Spanish-American were also there and many who served in Cuba and the Philippines met for the first time since they left the southern climes, where they were mustered out of the service of the government.  They wore the blue uniform and many were in the attire which they wore during the campaign.

Source:  Daily Illinois State Register dated October 2, 1901

6)
It’s all about the food.  Here is a sampling of some of the food you can eat at the Illinois State Fair: Cryo-Creamery ice cream frozen with liquid nitrogen, deep-fried turkey sandwich, fried key lime pie,  Red Bull energy slushes,   deep-fried s’mores,  burger on a stick, meatballs on a stick, deep-fried hot dogs, deep-fried brats, chocolate-covered strawberries on a stick,  Alaskan king crab cakes,  and the list goes on.

 7)
In 1854, at the second Illinois State Fair held in Springfield, there are accounts of Mr. Abraham Lincoln who drove out to the grounds in his buggy and when the crowd heard he was entering, they surged in every direction toward where the buggy top could be seen, while all cried out to each other, Where, Where?  Hundreds finding their way blocked in every direction mounted the fences and shed around the grounds and climbed trees until they looked like a flock of blackbirds among the limbs.  When his buggy was at last found, med crowded about, thrusting out their hands to shake his, and even climbing each others backs in their eager enthusiasm.  Those farther back pressed upon those nearer until they were almost forced to climb the buggy, which they did till it was crushed beneath their weight.  The horse was taken out and led away and Lincoln’s large form passed over the heads of the crowd, on to the stand, where he tried to address the wild multitude.  But it was in vain.  His friends advised him to leave the grounds, which he did my riding his horse full speed out of the grounds and back to town, 

