ILLINOIS STATE FAIR MAIN GATE

Built in 1910 at Eleventh Street and Sangamon Avenue, the ornate brick building with its barrel-tiled roof, stucco medallions and red-white-and blue trimmed arches, was designed to spruce up the entrance where street cars once rumbled onto the grounds.

The elaborately decorated Main Gate has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 1990 and remains the official Illinois State Fairgrounds entrance.

Using a 1911 postcard picture, workers completed an overhaul of the structure in 1985.  The brick and stucco structure with a raised center section and two complementary wings features a hip roof covered in clay tile.  The central section has a large open arched passage and the side wings also include smaller arched openings.  The exterior walls have limestone bases topped by brick halfway up.  Bands of electric lights outline the arch tops and the area beneath the eaves, providing a beautiful nighttime display.   The 1985 overhaul included the intricate egg-and dart floral design and lamb’s tongue plastering, which was ordered from the original supplier, Decorator Supply Corp of Chicago.

Until 1894, the Illinois State Fair was held in different cities around Illinois.  The Illinois State Fairgrounds Main Gate was built in 1910 and was featured as a premiere permanent building to greet fairgoers in an orderly fashion and frame the picturesque landscape of the permanent fairgrounds location in Springfield.  
 “Gate Keepers are Almost Mobbed as the largest crowds ever assembled on the fair grounds.  With fifty thousand people coming in an incessant stream from street cars and trains, the gate men at the state fair were almost mobbed by the crowds that gathered at the entrance waiting for admission.  Early in the day at the Main Gate, the attendants were enforced by a number of guards to prevent the hundreds that congregated about the entrances from surging in a swarm into the grounds.”   Source: Illinois State Register October 7, 1911

Today, ribbon cuttings to announce the official beginning of the Illinois State Fair are held at the Main Gate and the annual twilight parade marches on through the center arch of the structure.  
