One Mile Race Track

In 1894 when the Illinois State Fair settled into their permanent home in Springfield on 156 acres, a one mile race track already existing on the grounds.  The 1894 Fair opened on September 24th with the track as its focal point.  Thousands of people attended the horse races and other demonstrations performed before the covered grandstand. 

In 1904, the big draw was the Great Dan Patch, king among harness horses and was the feature of the horse racing.  (Literature still mentions horse racing on the race track) 

In 1905, Barney Oldfield was the big draw, and we see the first mention of the one mile racetrack and organized automobile racing laps during the Fair.  Referred to in the literature as “auto events”.

In 1910, regular auto races were included in the programs and listed as “five mile and twenty mile” events.  

In 1927, a new grandstand was constructed and the track was resituated so that fans would no longer have to look into the late afternoon sun.

In 1934, the State Fair management took a step which would make the track known throughout the country: they staged a AAA 100 mile National Championship race.

In 1984, Governor Thompson recognized the celebration of auto racing at the Illinois State Fair.

